
Introduction to Beneficial Insects 

Landscape Managers are increasingly asked to provide nonchemical means of pest control for 
customers. Government regulation of pesticides is becoming more and more restrictive, 
providing further incentive to use biologically-based pest management methods. Natural 
control tactics may include the use of pest-





be responsible for controlling several pests, however, when they oviposit, or lay eggs, 
on a number of new hosts. 

3. Pathogens may be bacteria, viruses, or fungi that cause disease in insects. Nematodes 
that infect insects are often included in this category too. Many pathogens that attack 
insects exist in the landscape and several have been formulated and are commercially 
available for use in agriculture, greenhouses, nurseries, and the landscape. 

The first step in being able to more effectively use biological control in landscape management 


