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The��United��States��(U.S.)��hemp��industry��has��a��long��history��that��dates��back��to��the��seventeenth��
century��(Fortenbery��and��Bennett,��2004).� � � �Production��was��booming��and��the��use��of��hemp��was��
widespread,��most��notably��for��fiber.� � � �Strong��demand��existed��for��bagging,��bale,��paper,��rope,��
sailcloth,��and��clothing��such��that��production��expanded��rapidly��in��the��mid�r1800s.����It��was��not��until��
the��1890s��with��the��advent��of��machinery��for��harvesting��cotton,��the��cotton��gin,��and��steam��and��
petroleum��powered��ships��when��hemp��production��started��to��decline.� � � �At��this��point,��however,��
hemp��was��still��legal��to��produce��in��the��U.S.��

During��the��early��1900s,��hemp��continued��to��be��grown,��was��part��of��Extension��programing,��
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permits.� � � �The��Drug��Enforcement��






